
We welcome you to explore the exhibit gallery and engage in the
history of the eastern North Carolina farming community. 

Welcome
to the Tobacco Farm Life Museum

With the support of the Friends of the Tobacco Farm Life Museum, the
museum preserves and presents the history of rural farming
communities. Your donations go toward maintaining historic structures,
supporting educational programming, implementing community events,
and continuing care of collections. 

As faithful stewards of North Carolina’s cultural resources, the
outbuildings are temporarily closed for evaluation and restoration.
While the structures are closed, we encourage you to explore the exhibit
spaces and interpretive panels outside to reflect on the long-lasting
impact of agriculture in North Carolina. 
 
We invite you to follow along with us on this exciting journey! 

As I-95 grew in the early 1980s, the
Kenly community sought innovative
ways to encourage tourism off the
busy interstate by leading tours of
tobacco farms—one of North
Carolina’s first examples of
agritourism. What began as a
passionate, community-led effort to
share the history of the tobacco
industry expanded to a 6,000 square
foot museum in 1986. The museum
was brought into the North Carolina
Department of Natural and Cultural 
Resources under the Division of History Museums in 2024. This acquisition
marks the beginning of an exciting new chapter as we continue to explore
and share eastern North Carolina’s rich agricultural history. 

Early advertizing motifs for the museum included tobacco leaves,
barns, and bright yellow “gold leaf” colors. This sign caught the
eye of travelers driving on Highway 301.
















